bryan s. turner related to democratic developments in Scandinavian societies and with the United Kingdom in the post-war period of social reconstruction when Keynesian economics were important in rebuilding a shattered economy. The fourth form of citizenship identifies the citizen with participation in the work force and emphasizes self-reliance and autonomy. This type of citizenship was associated with American liberalism and emphasized the private provision of insurance and welfare. These forms of citizenship frequently overlap with each other and can be regarded for the sake of convenience merely as heuristic ideal types.
In this discussion I argue that with economic globalization and the development of neo-liberal strategies the various forms of citizenship have converged onto a market model of passive consumer citizenship in which the state has curtailed entitlements and withdrawn from the provision of social security, and civil-society institutions have been eroded. The market rather than civil society has become the institutional setting for citizenship. The result is the emergence of the a-political, isolated and passive citizen as consumer and it can be claimed that participation in market economics has become the sine qua non of citizenship in those countries with de-regulated economies. The consumer citizen is the product of a leisure society in which the 'virtue' of the citizen is measured by their taste for luxury goods. Such a society inevitably produced an underclass of poorly educated and unemployed people whose consumption is confined to cheap goods and basic needs. The irony of a leisure society is that with very low minimum wages citizens have to work long hours to purchase necessities. This paper assesses the significance of this trend towards consumerism, and the extent to which it is contested in the context of Latin America.
Definitions of Citizenship
As a preliminary definition of citizenship, we can say that it is a status, conferring membership in a political community that determines a person's individual life chances and their share in the collective resources of that community (Turner 2008) . Without a bona fide claim to citizenship (such as a birth certificate, passport or naturalization papers), a person is almost certainly condemned to a life of poverty and personal insecurity. This is typically the lot of indigenous populations, refugees, ethnic minorities and stateless persons. Citizenship gives us a public identity thereby providing a modicum of security against scarcity and the unavoidable
